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Mission and Vision
Our vision

Free Press Unlimited strongly believes that all people are entitled to have access 
to unbiased, reliable and relevant information. This enables them to assess their 
own living conditions, influence these and make the right decision.

This vision is captured in our slogan: ‘People deserve to know.’

Our mission

Freedom of the Press and Freedom of Information are vital for gathering and 
spreading reliable, unbiased information. The media play a crucial role in 
providing people with free and unrestricted access to information that can 
help them to make informed decisions and at the same time hold authorities 
accountable. Free Press Unlimited wants to make and keep objective news and 
information available to everyone, especially to people in countries where there  
is little or no press freedom.

Free Press Unlimited does this by supporting local media organisations 
and journalists. Our core values are expressed by the following keywords: 
Independent, Inspiring, Inventive, Dedicated and Tailored Approach.
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Highlights

Total income

€17,704,666 
Spent on the organisation’s objective

€16,578,556
Acquisition, Management & Accounting

€897,165

Press freedom monitor

Our income

Employees
 

Postcode Lottery Fund 
for journalists

 

Our expenses

Government subsidies €15,661,855
Dutch Postcode lottery €1,438,014
Other non-profit organisations €464,394
Other €140,403

Organisation’s objective €16,578,556
Acquisition costs funding €477,206
Management & Accounting €419,959
Financial gains and losses - €49,555
Reserve €278,500

71,5
(70,4FTE)

57,5% 42,5%

Key figures 2019

88,5%

8,1%

2,6%

0,8%

15
 countries

28
countries

66
countries

52
countries

19
 countries

Good situation

Satisfactory situation

Problematic situation

Difficult situation

Very serious situation

51 applications

2 in-depth investigative reports

24 publications

Source: Reporters Without Borders

93,6%

2,7%

2,4%
1,6%
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https://www.freepressunlimited.org/en/news/free-press-unlimited-joins-platform-to-protect-journalists




https://youtu.be/hLbp4ZjOKFQ




https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=329120974667165
https://www.instagram.com/stories/highlights/18086869132141232/


https://english.enabbaladi.net/
https://www.freepressunlimited.org/en/stories/arta-fm-independent-reporting-in-northern-syria
https://www.freepressunlimited.org/en/stories/arta-fm-independent-reporting-in-northern-syria






















https://nos.nl/artikel/2308484-fotograaf-met-buitengewone-moed-legde-oorlog-vast-ze-deden-hetzelfde-als-is.html
https://nos.nl/artikel/2308484-fotograaf-met-buitengewone-moed-legde-oorlog-vast-ze-deden-hetzelfde-als-is.html
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algemene voorwaarden van toepassing. Deze voorwaarden, waarvan de tekst is opgenomen op de website www.dubois.nl, bevatten een aansprakelijkheidsbeperking.  
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT 

 

To:  the Supervisory Board and the Management Board of  

Free Press Unlimited, Amsterdam, The Netherlands. 

 

 

A. Report on the audit of the financial statements 2019 included in the 

annual report 

 

Our opinion 

We have audited the financial statements 2019 of Free Press Unlimited based in 

Amsterdam, The Netherlands. 

 

In our opinion the accompanying financial statements give a true and fair view of 

the financial position of Free Press Unlimited as at 31 December 2019 and of its 

result for 2019 in accordance with the Guidelines for annual reporting 650 

“Fundraising Organisations” of the Dutch Accounting Standards Board and the 

Policy rules implementation of the Standards for Remuneration Act (WNT). 

 

The financial statements comprise:  

1. the balance sheet as at 31 December 2019; 

2. the income and expenditure account for 2019; and 

3. the notes comprising a summary of the accounting policies and other 

 explanatory information. 

 

Basis for our opinion 

We conducted our audit in accordance with Dutch law, including the Dutch 

Standards on Auditing as well as the Policy rules implementation WNT, including 

the Audit Protocol WNT. Our responsibilities under those standards are further 

described in the ‘Our responsibilities for the audit of the financial statements’ 

section of our report.  

 

We are independent of Free Press Unlimited in accordance with the Verordening 

inzake de onafhankelijkheid van accountants bij assurance-opdrachten (ViO, 

Code of Ethics for Professional Accountants, a regulation with respect to 

independence) and other relevant independence regulations in the Netherlands. 

Furthermore, we have complied with the Verordening gedrags- en beroepsregels 

accountants (VGBA, Dutch Code of Ethics). 

 

We believe the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to 

provide a basis for our opinion. 

  

http://www.dubois.nl/
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Compliance with rule against overlapping pursuant to the WNT not audited 

In accordance with the Audit Protocol under the Standards for Remuneration Act (“WNT”), we have not 

audited the rule against overlapping as referred to in Section 1.6a of the WNT and Section 5(1)(j) of the 

WNT Implementing Regulations.  

 

This means that we have not audited whether an executive senior official exceeds the norm as a result of 

any positions as executive senior official at other institutions subject to the WNT, and whether the 

explanation required in this context is correct and complete. 

 

 

B. Report on the other information included in the annual report 

 

In addition to the financial statements and our auditor’s report thereon, the annual report contains other 

information that consists of: 

 

• the Management Board’s report; 

• report from the Supervisory Board. 

 

Based on the following procedures performed, we conclude that the other information is consistent with the 

financial statements and does not contain material misstatements. 

 

We have read the other information. Based on our knowledge and understanding obtained through our 

audit of the financial statements or otherwise, we have considered whether the other information contains 

material misstatements. 

 

By performing these procedures, we comply with the requirements of the Dutch Standard 720. The scope of 

the procedures performed is substantially less than the scope of those performed in our audit of the 

financial statements. Management is responsible for the preparation of the other information, including the 

Management Board’s report, in accordance with the Guidelines for annual reporting 650 “Fundraising 

Organisations” of the Dutch Accounting Standards Board. 

 

 

C. Description of responsibilities regarding the financial statements 

 

Responsibilities of the Management Board and the Supervisory Board for the financial statements 

The Management Board is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements, 

in accordance with the Guidelines for annual reporting 650 “Fundraising Organisations” of the Dutch 

Accounting Standards Board and the Policy rules implementation of the Standards for Remuneration Act 

(WNT). Furthermore, the Management Board is responsible for such internal control as the Management 

Board determines is necessary to enable the preparation of the financial statements that are free from 

material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error. 

 

As part of the preparation of the financial statements, the Management Board is responsible for assessing 

the organisation’s ability to continue as a going concern. Based on the financial reporting framework 

mentioned, the Management Board should prepare the financial statements using the going concern basis 

of accounting unless management either intends to dissolve the foundation or to cease operations, or has 

no realistic alternative but to do so. 
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The Management Board should disclose events and circumstances that may cast significant doubt on the 

organisation’s ability to continue as a going concern in the financial statements. 

 

The Supervisory Board is responsible for monitoring the financial reporting process of the organisation. 

Our responsibilities for the audit of the financial statements 

Our objective is to plan and perform the audit assignment in a manner that allows us to obtain sufficient and 

appropriate audit evidence for our opinion. 

Our audit has been performed with a high, but not absolute, level of assurance, which means we may not 

detect all material errors and fraud during our audit. 

 

Misstatements can arise from fraud or error and are considered material if, individually or in the aggregate, 

they could reasonably be expected to influence the economic decisions of users taken on the basis of these 

financial statements. The materiality affects the nature, timing and extent of our audit procedures and the 

evaluation of the effect of identified misstatements on our opinion. 

 

We have exercised professional judgement and have maintained professional scepticism throughout the 

audit, in accordance with Dutch Standards on Auditing, as well as the Policy rules implementation WNT, 

including the Audit Protocol WNT, ethical requirements and independence requirements.  

 

Our audit included e.g.: 

• identifying and assessing the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether due to 

fraud or error, designing and performing audit procedures responsive to those risks, and obtaining audit 

evidence that is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion. The risk of not detecting a 

material misstatement resulting from fraud is higher than for one resulting from error, as fraud may 

involve collusion, forgery, intentional omissions, misrepresentations, or the override of internal control; 

• obtaining an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design audit procedures 

that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the 

effectiveness of the organisation’s internal control; 

• evaluating the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of accounting 

estimates and related disclosures made by the Board; 

• concluding on the appropriateness of management’s use of the going concern basis of accounting, and 

based on the audit evidence obtained, whether a material uncertainty exists related to events or 

conditions that may cast significant doubt on the organisation’s ability to continue as a going concern. If 

we conclude that a material uncertainty exists, we are required to draw attention in our auditor’s report 

to the related disclosures in the financial statements or, if such disclosures are inadequate, to modify 

our opinion. Our conclusions are based on the audit evidence obtained up to the date of our auditor’s 

report. However, future events or conditions may cause an organisation to cease to continue as a going 

concern; 
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• evaluating the overall presentation, structure and content of the financial statements, including the 

disclosures; and 

• evaluating whether the financial statements represent the underlying transactions and events in a 
manner that achieves fair presentation. 
 

We communicate with those charged with governance regarding, among other matters, the planned scope 

and timing of the audit and significant audit findings, including any significant findings in internal control that 

we identify during our audit. 

 

 

Amsterdam, 14 May 2020     Dubois & Co. Registeraccountants 

 

 

 

 

 

       A.P. Buteijn RA 


